God's Savings & Trust 

Inspirations Choir Tour 2009

Opening reading

Ps. 29: 1-5, 9-11 Message translation here

Bravo, God, 

Bravo!

Gods and all angels shout,

 “Encore!”

In awe before the glory

in awe before God's visible power.

Stand at attention!

Dress your best to honor him!

God thunders across the waters,

Brilliant, 

his voice and his face, 

streaming brightness--

God, across the flood waters.

God's thunder tympanic,

God's thunder symphonic.

God's thunder smashes cedars,

God topples the northern cedars.

God's thunder sets the the oak trees dancing

A wild dance, 

whirling; 

the pelting rain strips their branches.

We fall to our knees—

we call out, “Glory!”

Above the floodwaters is God's throne

from which his power flows,

from which he rules the world.

God makes his people 

strong.

God gives his people 

peace.

CHOIR SINGS HIGH ON THE ROCK I STAND

CHOIR SINGS RISE UP SHEPHERD AND FOLLOWING

CHOIR SINGS HERE I AM TO WORSHIP/MY JESUS, I LOVE THEE

READING

worship is...

joy

sadness

hope

laughter

singing

silence

worship is...

prayer

scripture

ancient

new

food

light

peace

pain

worship is...

journey

trust

honor

glory

long

short

peaceful

energetic

worship is...

creating space for God

the silence in which God speaks

the hallelujahs we shout

majestic

mystical

challenging

music

table

word

personal

shared

worship is...

what it means to love our God with all our heart and soul and mind

everything we are

everything we have

everything we hope to be

CHOIR SINGS YOU ARE MY ALL IN ALL/FAIREST LORD JESUS

SKIT

[Bel-SHAZ-er  is pronunciation of Belshazzar, and Darious is pronunciation of Darius]

Rev. Pat: (kind of to herself) Wow!  I love that anthem.  Our Lord Jesus sure is our all in all!  Man what a worship service! 

Sarah:  (approaching from behind)  Rev. Pat?  Have you got a second?

Rev. Pat: (turning around) Sure Sarah.  What's going on?

Sarah: As you know, for church next week I am supposed to write a devotion on Daniel and how his trust in Lord has inspired me to do the same.  But I need some help.  I am having a lot of trouble seeing how being thrown in a cave with some lions shows his trust in the Lord!  Doesn't show his stupidity?

Rev. Pat:  Well Sarah, you do know he did a lot more than just spend the night in a den of lions right?  Daniel's whole life was about trusting in God and God's promises and faithfulness.  Remember the Bible Hall of Fame poster we used to have up in the Sunday School room?

Sarah:  Yeah, (pause) wasn't Daniel a part of the Hall of Fame under Walking the Talk?

Rev. Pat: (laughing)  You have a good memory, yes he was!

Sarah:  But how does this help me write this devotional?  I mean, of course Daniel is going to follow God's instructions, he was awesome.  What does this have to do with me?

Rev. Pat: Sarah, let me tell you a little story, Daniel didn't always hang out in lion's dens.


...After they were defeated, as a show of good faith, the former king of the Babylonians, agreed to let Nebuchadnezzar take several royal princes and other nobles to Babylon as hostages. Daniel was one of those chosen to go, and among the others were his three best friends that Nebuchadnezzar re-named Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.

Sarah: I know this part of the story...Nebuchadnezzar told the head of his palace staff to take some of the nobles—the healthiest, most handsome, and best educated—and indoctrinate them in the Babylonian language, lore and fortunetelling.   Then after Daniel interpreted a dream that no one else could he was promoted to one of the head enchanters in the kingdom.    Then his friends ended up in the furnace.  But what makes Daniel so awesome, I mean big woop about some stupid dreams.  How does that get you in the Bible Hall of Fame?

Rev. Pat: You see Sarah, Daniel served Nebuchadnezzar for many years and interpreted many dreams for him through the gifts God had given to him.  All the while he and his friends made sure to share that it was through their faith and belief in God that they received the ability to do such great things.  But it is what happened later that is what I wanted to tell you about.  During these years Daniel had grown in great favor and influence in his courts and after the king died his son Belshazzar took over the throne.

During this narration Daniel is going to come out and mime some things.  Including receiving a robe and chains and maybe even a crown to show how his stature had grown.  Then he and Rev. Pat and Sarah will fade away as we watch Belshazzar come in!

Narrator: It was then that the troubles began for Daniel...

King Nebuchadnezzar, with starts and stops, eventually turned to God because of the witness to God's power he had seen in Daniel.  But his son Belshazzar had not learned from the mistakes or the faith of his father.  Instead he clung to his power and wealth and position as the important things in life.  Even though the Medes and Persians were at the doorstep of his kingdom, Belshazzar didn't really care about that, instead he focused on himself.  One of his favorites activities was to throw lavish parties with lots of debauchery...

In walks Belshazzar with a COLLEGE shirt on like Belushi from Animal House.  All around him are party going extras with red SOLO cups.  They are writhing and jumping to some unheard music.  As he enters they flock around him as the center of the party!  Giving him high fives and hugs and telling him what a great party this is!

Belshazzar: Wow this is a great party.  Look at all the people who came!  The food is almost gone, the rope is filled with people trying to get in, and the DJ is really working it tonight!  

Belshazzar's Queen: Yes KB, this is an amazing night.  I think it is one of your best! It might even rival that party the night your glee club won the Spring Sing last year!

Belshazzar: yeah (laughing and pausing a moment as to remember) that was a pretty tight party wasn't it!  I mean four days is a good length but eight was off the spear!

Belshazzar's Queen: Oh, there's Delilah, I better run over and say hi...I'll catch up with you soon dear!

Belshazzar:  walking aimlessly across the stage That sure was a good party...we need to kick this one up a notch.  It needs a little something more....something to really show off my power and wealth.....I know...what if everybody could pretend they were me for the night.  That would be hot!  

Yelling to an unseen steward  I want everyone to have cups like mine, get those one's my dad took from that temple in Jerusalem!  How about that ballers?  Drink up!

Narrator: At that moment his face turned white and his knees began to go weak as he slumped to the floor in fear.  In font of him was a floating hand writing words he could not understand on the wall of the party room.  In a panic Belshazzar cried out for someone, anyone, to tell him what the hand was writing.

Belshazzar:  I will give anyone who can tell what this means these gold chains from around my neck, you can have my best ride, I'll even build you your own crib just please tell me what this means!

Narrator: The King's enchanters, the Chaldeans, came in at once but not a one could tell him what the words meant.  

FT1:  I do not know what this means!  I think it is noting more than a prank.  I believe someone is trying to punk you King Belshazzar!

FT2 : I can't make heads or tails of this either!  I don't think it means anything!  Just a bunch of gibberish!

FT1: (kind of put off like the king is wasting their time) You should just ignore it, someone just tagged your party room with some graffiti!

FT2: (while walking out the “door” because they have other things to do!) Yeah, just get someone to wash it off!  If it is still there in the morning give us a call.  

Narrator: The king only got more scared and kept adding more and more things he would give to the one who could interpret these words and this vision.  Just as he was about to give up his queen arrived in the room with a suggestion.

Belshazzar's Queen: Chillax KB!  There is this dude here in this very city who used to answer these things for your old man all the time!  He was super wise and interpreted all kinds of things because his God had given him great gifts.  Your dad made him in charge of all the others he was so good.  Find this guy Daniel and I bet he can figure it out for you!

Belshazzar:  Fo' Shizzle!  Make it happen!

Narrator: And so Daniel was brought to the King and shown the writing and asked to tell him what the words meant and to interpret its meaning.

Daniel enters

Daniel: (to the audience but really to himself)  Man this guy is nothing more than an arrogant spoiled party kid. He is just like his grandfather was when I first met him.  Full of ego and pride.

(to Belshazzar) Here you sit surrounded by women and fools, defiling these vessels of God's worship.   You of all people know what happened to your father, Nebuchadnezzar when he defied the Lord!  Yet I find you praising worthless idols with sacred objects set apart for the LORD! I will interpret these things for you but I do not want your worthless gifts!

Belshazzar:  Please, just tell me what it means!  It's freaking me out!

[mene pronounced ME-nay, tekel pronounced TEK-ail and peres pronounced PER-race]

Daniel: “Mene, mene, tekel peres.” The word mene means “numbered.”  You could say, “Your days are numbered.”  Tekel translates “weighed” and means that you had been weighed in the balances and you don't weigh very much.   Peres means “divided.” It’s also a form of the word used for the Persians. The LORD is declaring that Babylon is to be divided between the Medes and Persians whose armies are amassed outside the gates of this very city.

Belshazzar: (putting the chains from around his neck on Daniel)  With this gift I dub you the highest advisor in the land, second only to me, the King!

Narrator: That night, while the party goers slept in a stupor of wine and festivity the Great City of Babylon was taken without a fight, and Belshazzar was slain. Daniel was now the highest ranking Babylonian official in the city.

SCENE CHANGE NOW THE NEW COURT WITH A NEW KING!

[Sarah and Rev. Pat on the stage]

Rev. Pat: (to Sarah) As the highest ranking official of the conquered Babylon, Daniel should have been scheduled for immediate execution, but Cyrus was so impressed with his prophetic abilities that he named him to the group of royal administrators formed to assist his father in law Darius, King of the Medes, in governing Babylon. 

[they leave the stage]

Narrator: Daniel's captors named him as one of the 3 administrators appointed to oversee the actions of the 120 regional governors who ran day-to-day life in the Kingdom. But the new King so liked Daniel that he was about to name him the chief governor of all the land, and turn the administration of the kingdom over to him.

VR1:  I really don't like this guy Daniel!  I wish he would get fired!

VR2: I know, but King Darius likes him so much he will really have to do something bad to get fired!

VR1: If we can't find any reason for the King to fire Daniel we need to get him to disobey a law of the king!

VR2:  But he is such a goodie-two-shoes there is no way he will break a law!

VR1:  But he would if it meant breaking a law of his God!

 VR2:  Great idea!   Let's go see King Darius!

Run off to see the King!  Darius comes onto stage and the Vice-regents come in to see him.

Darius:  What can I do for you my loyal servants?

VR1: O great king, we all got together and decided that you are so wonderful that no one should pray to anyone but you."

Darius: That sounds like a great idea!

VR2:   All of us agree that anyone that prays to any other thing or any other god should be thrown into the lions den.

Darius:  I make it so!  Anyone who prays to anyone other than I for the next thirty days will be sent to the lion's den.  I sign this order, which can not be overturned by anyone, not even I King Darius!

SOUND EFFECT FROM THE GOOD THE BAD AND THE UGLY...

VR1: (to VR2 as King Darius walk away)  I love it when a plan comes together!

SCENE BREAK  NOW DANIEL IN HIS ROOM

Rev. Pat: (to Sarah) Now you see daniel had heard about this new law of the king and he had no interest in following it.  He went home to a room upstairs and opened the windows that looked out over the city.  Three times that day he went down on his knees and prayed to God just like he always had. But we was worried about what would happen...

(they melt away from the stage to reveal Daniel)

[Daniel alone, facing the congregation talking to God]

Daniel soliloquy: 

God of power and might I pray that you would help to see me through this time of worry and struggle.  You have led me and kept me all of my days.  You have shown me the path to walk and cleared the road before me as I journey through this life.

When things were hazy you cleared the fog, when the present was a bright as the sun you dimmed the glare that I might see clearly what lay before me.

When uncertainty and worry pressed in like a wine press you brought confidence and words to speak.

On this day, guide your servant Daniel to show to true power of your promise.  Help me to be willing risk my wealth and power and even my life as I testify to your hold on my life.  Keep me safe as those that do not believe in you try to persecute me for their own aims.

FOOTSTEPS SOUND EFFECT AS THE PEOPLE COME TO GET HIM 

And may I be a sign to all of your steadfast presence and promise.  I can hear them coming for me O, Lord.  Give me strength!

A group of men walk into Daniel's house and find him praying and asking God for help.   They grab him up and take him straight to the king.

Person 1: Your worker Daniel is ignoring your command.  

Person 2: We have seen him praying to his God three times today.

As the king hears this he becomes very sad.  

Darius:  I really like you Daniel and I didn't want you to die.  I hereby cancel my order about praying to others!

VR1:  You can not do that!  Remember, when you made the law you said it could not be changed and now Daniel will have to be punished.

Darius:  Wait!  Do nothing until I have had time to think of a solution!  

(beckoning to all gathered) 


Leave me! All of you but Daniel! 


Why did you not just wait thirty days to pray to your god?  Why did you have to condemn yourself to death by praying three times this day?

Daniel:  O my king, you do not the anguish that I faced as I was made to choose between your law and the law of God.  But there is nothing like the love of my God in your kingdom or on this earth, and so nothing would keep me away from praying to my God, even the threat of death!

Darius: Since I myself had signed the edict into law there is nothing I can do for you.   I have tried to find a loophole. The law is the law and the penalty for disobedience is to be thrown live into a den of hungry lions.  I am sorry I can not save you.

Narrator: So at the end of the day the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions' den.  

Darius: (As they part, to Daniel) I truly hope your God, the one you have prayed to and trusted all these years, the one you serve so faithfully, will save you!

Daniel: Do not worry my king!  My God will prove to be more powerful than any law or any man... (pause)...or any king!

SOUND EFFECT OF THE LIONS' ROAR

Narrator: A large, heavy stone was rolled in front of the den and the king went back to his palace with tears in his eyes.  That night King Darius couldn't eat or sleep he was so worried for Daniel.

Daniel: (prays to God)

God, here I am, sitting in the dark, wondering at what instant one of those hungry lions might take a big bite out of me.  I know that I am not alone, but I am scared.  You have promised never to leave nor forsake me, and so I put my trust in you this night.  If you deem me worthy, please save me from these beasts, protect your servant who has done nothing but proclaim your power all my life.  I trust that you will save me, my Lord, my God!

Narrator: Daniel prayed throughout the night that God might save him from the beasts in the cave and bring him safely to the morning.  The next day, as soon as the sun came up the king got up and ran to the lions' den.  

Darius: Daniel, has your God who you serve and pray to rescued you from the lions?  

(waits anxiously for a response)  Daniel, are you in there?  Are you alive?

Daniel: O king, live forever!  My God sent an angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me because I have done nothing wrong.  It was God's hand that shut the lions’ mouths, His still small voice that comforted me. He wasn’t going to stop short of victory by letting the lions devour me. For he is my refuge and strength!

Narrator: Darius was nearly overcome with relief and ordered that Daniel be freed immediately. 

(actors mime the narration, including the VR1 and VR2 going in the den)

Narrator: Once Daniel was free, Darius' joy turned to anger with those who had falsely accused him, so he had them all arrested, and along with all their families thrown to the very lions that should have devoured me. They were all dead before they hit the ground. 

SOUND EFFECT OF LIONS' ROAR

Darius:  I order everyone in the kingdom to fear and worship the God of Daniel, for he is the Living God Who endures forever, Whose Kingdom will never be destroyed and Whose dominion will never end. 

Daniel: He delivers and rescues, he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth; for he has saved even me from the power of the lions!

CHOIR SINGS DIDN'T MY LORD DELIVER DANIEL!

Rev. Pat: Does this help at all Sarah?

Sarah:  I get it now!  Daniel's story is not about just one night in a cave, its about a whole life of trusting in the Lord.  It is about listening to God and following God's word when things are going great as well as when times are tough!

Rev. Pat: You got it Sarah!  Too often we think that prayer and trust and help from God are what we need when things are not going very well.  We think that worship and praise is what we do when things are good and prayer and trust is for when things are bad.  Daniel shows us that we should do all of this all the time!

Sarah:  I tell you, I sure have a new understanding of trusting in the saving power of God.  I can think of a few Lion's dens and a few palaces where should have done some more believing!

Rev. Pat:  We have places and times like that in our lives.  But the key...

Sarah: (interrupting)  The key is to put my trust in the Rock of my Lord!  No matter what!

Rev. Pat: Amen!

CHOIR SINGS ON EAGLE'S WINGS

CHOIR SINGS WE WILL GLORIFY

BENEDICTION

CHOIR SING FIRST PART OF HIGH ON THE ROCK I STAND.
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