CREATIVITY

Supplies---

Playdough

Canvas and paint

Paper and colored pencils

Paper and pens (writing)

Note cards and pens

Way To Live: Christian Practices for Teens by Bass and Richter

EXPLAIN – Tonight we are going to explore our creative side.  Each of you will have a chance to express yourself in different ways.  Creativity can be wide open or centered around a problem, issue, or topic.  Tonight we will try to focus our creativity on the story of our faith.  For years you have been studying the Bible.  What has sparked your creativity?  What stories have touched your hearts?

ASK – have each person share one story from scripture that has been special to them and why.

READ -  WAY TO LIVE P. 97-98 “God got dirty first”

ASK – What is your favorite way to be creative?  Paint, drawing, singing, poetry, sand castles, scrapbooking, writing stories, ect.   Why?

REFLECT / PREPARE – Give each person a note card and pen, then ask them to close their eyes and think about the Bible story they shared earlier.  Have them think about the story… think about which character they relate to the most.  What do they think the location really looked like?  What do they think it would be like to be present for part of the story?

Have them open their eyes and use their imagination to complete these questions about the story or their experience of the story.

1.  I see….


2.  I feel…


3.  I smell…


4.  I thank God because…


5. I wonder about…

RESPOND – Now it is time to create something.  It can be a scent from the story, or something the story makes them feel.  It can be something from their own life that reminds them of the story.  They can draw, mold, write, or what ever they like.

Give them time to work on their project and then invite them to share it with the group.

GROUP TIME -  

Once everyone has had a chance to share, read Psalm 137 (Way to Live P. 107).

Explain that Psalms were often sung as hymns.

Choose a topic that people need God’s help with today.

Give the group copies of Chalice Hymnal and invite them to work as a group (or two groups).

Their task is to write a new verse to an old hymn, focusing on the topic they chose.

CLOSE IN PRAYER
