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This was created primarily for a youth choir program but could be used for any youth worship service.  The skit is a fairly stand alone treatment of the David and Goliath Story (though the the song at the end of the skit is fairly essential as it sings the story of the defeat).  Costuming for this was fairly full (within the limits of a traveling program) but staging was limited.  This was also adapted to make a full worship service using the readings and songs.  All the songs are within the reach of an average youth choir.

Five Stones Choir Program

OPENING READING

(Sami): Shout Joyfully to the Lord, make a joyful noise to all the Earth!  Worship the Lord with gladness, come into God's presence with singing!  Knowing that we are God's helps us celebrate the gifts we have received and the joy that is to be found in that gift!  

(Evan): When we enter into the gates of Lord with thanksgiving we enter into a place and time of worship and celebration!  As you come, know that the Lord is good and that the love of God endures forever, to all generations, so come and give thanks and praise as we celebrate with thanksgiving and joy!

SHOUT JOYFULLY

I WORSHIP YOU

MAKE MY LIFE (Lord is my shepherd)

READING 

(Sara):   We are called to make a proclamation to this world.  A proclamation of God's presence and gifts to us through Jesus Christ!  But often we fall short of this calling.  Even the disciple Peter failed as he was challenged to share his faith in the face of Jesus' accusers.  We often falter when the task is hardest.  We find it easy on a Sunday morning but by the middle of the week we are more like Peter than we would like.  One of the things that even Peter experienced was that our failures are not the end of the story.  Even though we might fail when things get the hardest, we are not abandoned by God.  God is still reaching out to us offering us forgiveness and grace...for each and everyone of us.

LORD HAVE MERCY

DRAMA

GOLIATH (the smallest boy you've got to do the part)

GOLIATH VOICE (big voiced boy)

NARRATOR 1

NARRATOR 2

SAUL

JESSE

DAVID

ELIAB

SOLDIERS (4)

(EMPTY STAGE WITH NOTHING AND NO ONE ON IT!)

Narrator 1: The time had come!  No longer would they wait, no longer could they wait.  All of the preparation and training was ready to pay off.  The leaders were pumping up the men shouting at them to get ready, that they would win, that they were the best.  Somewhere someone began shouting 

Soldiers (Off-stage): We're num-ber one, we're num-ber one! 

(SOLDIERS THEN MOVE INTO THE PERFORMANCE SPACE JUMPING UP AND DOWN LIKE THEY ARE EXCITED ABOUT THE BATTLE!) 

The battle was ready to begin! The armies of Israel and Philistia were gathered on the tops of the mountains on either side of a deep valley known as Elah.  Poised to rush down the hillsides and meet their enemies.  Girded for battle, fearful they will be one of the ones left dead on the hillside they took deep breaths and waited for the command to fight!

Narrator 2:  Then the strangest thing happened, they were interrupted by a brash and haughty challenge.  A giant of a man known by the name Goliath from the community of Gath stepped out from the Philistine line and walks down to the bottom of the valley.  Some say he was 7 feet others almost 10 feet tall, a man of great strength with a history of victory in battle, he was a powerful force as he stepped onto the field between the armies and issued a challenge.

Goliath voice (issuing the challenge): 



“Why have you come out to draw up for battle?  Am I not a Philistine, 


and are you not servants of Saul?  



Choose a man for yourselves, and let him come down to me.  



If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will be your 




servants; but if I prevail against him and kill him, then you shall 


be our servants and serve us.” 

(VERY LOUD AND BOASTFUL) 



“Today I defy the ranks of Israel! Give me a man that we may fight 



together!”

(SOLDIERS COWER IN FEAR AND LOOK TOWARDS EACH OTHER TO SEE WHO WILL FIGHT)

Narrator 2:This battle most surely would be won by such a monster.  Sporting the best weapons of the time this beast of a man would surely kill whomever challenged him and leave all of Israel under enslavement to the Philistines.  Things went from bleak to depressing as the army of Israel stood frozen in fear for 40 days.

(SOLDIERS LEAVE AND HEAD OFF STAGE TREMBLING AS THEY GO!)

Narrator 1: Meanwhile there was much wonder and worry about what was taking place in the valley of Elah.  Now there was a young man named David, the son of Jesse who had eight brothers.  

(DAVID SKIPS INTO THE PERFORMANCE AREA AND THEN LOOKS PENSIVE AS WE WONDERS ABOUT HIS BROTHERS)

Three of his oldest brothers had followed Saul into this battle and were camped at Elah ready to engage in battle.  David longed to know what was happening with his brothers, but he had been left at home to care for his father's sheep and could not leave.  But then one day out of the blue his father said to him:

(JESSE ENTERS)

Jesse: 
David, I am sure that your brothers and the men with Saul must be 



running low on provisions.  I want you to deliver some food to 


them.

David: 
What should I take them father?

Jesse: 
Take them this bushel of dried grain and ten loaves of bread, O and 



these 10 things of cheese give to the commander of the troops.  

Hurry and get these delivered and then return to me with news of how 


they are and something to remember them by... if they should 



happen to fall in battle!

David (VERY EXCITEDLY):  



Yes father I will deliver these as quickly as I can, I shall travel like the 


wind across the plain!

(JESSE EXITS AND DAVID LAYS DOWN TO SLEEP)

Narrator 1: (DAVID ACTING THIS OUT)
David rose early that next morning and left the sheep of his father in the charge of another.  He then packed up the provisions that his father had asked him to deliver and left for the camp of Saul at Elah.

(STRUGGLE TO BALANCE THE LOAD OF BREAD AND GRAIN AND CHEESE)

David moved quickly given the significant load his father had given him, but by the time he arrived the camp was preparing yet again to face the Philistines across the valley.  

(SOLDIERS ENTER) 

He left the supplies 

(DAVID TOSSES THEM UP IN THE AIR WITH LITTLE TO NO CARE...THATS HOW EXCITED HE IS TO SEE WHAT'S GOING ON) 

with the quartermaster and ran towards where the army of Saul was gather to find his brothers!

David: 
Brothers!   It is good to see you!  



You certainly are a lot skinnier than when you left but you are still 



alive!

Eliab (WITH AN ATTITUDE): 



What are you doing here little David?  



Don't you know this is no place for a boy!  How dare you leave the 



sheep to fend for themselves just to come gawk at the battle of 



men!

David:  
But...but

Eliab (CUTTING HIM OFF): 



Go back and care the lambs and sheep, sing your songs and play your 


games.  

(SOLDIERS BEGIN TO QUIVER IN FEAR AS HE IS TALKING.)   



This is...

(VOICE TRAILS OFF AS THE SOLDIERS SEE GOLIATH ENTER THE FIELD ONCE MORE)

Goliath voice (OFF-STAGE): 



“Why have you come out to draw up for battle?  Am I not 




a Philistine, and are you not servants of Saul?  



Choose a man for yourselves, and let him come down to me.  



If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will be your 




servants; but if I prevail against him and kill him, then you shall 


be our servants and serve us.” 

(VERY LOUD AND BOASTFUL) 



“Today I defy the ranks of Israel! Give me a man that we may fight 



together!”

(SOLDIERS—MINUS ELIAB—COWER AND HUDDLE IN A HALF-CIRCLE FACING THE CONGREGATION TO TALK ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED. DAVID FIGHTS TO BE A PART OF IT, BUT END UP CRAWLING UNDER THEIR LEGS TO HEAR WHAT GOING ON!)

Soldier 1 (Sami): Have you seen this monster?  Surely he has come to defy Israel.  


He will kill whoever fights him!

Soldier 3 (Drew):  Well I am certainly not going to walk out there to MY death!

David: (FROM THE GROUND BELOW)



So what will be done for the man who kills this giant, the one who 



dares defy the armies of the Living God?

Soldier 2 (Evan):  It has been promised that the one who fights will definitely be 



made rich by Saul!  I hear he will even get to marry one of his 



daughters if he wins!

Eliab (SEEING THAT DAVID IS TALKING TO THESE SOLDIERS SHOUTS AS HE PULLS DAVID OUT BY HIS FOOT): 



Leave those men alone!  I told you that you should go back to sheep 



you have abandoned!  It is horrible that you have come all the 



way here just to watch the battle!

David (MUTTERING UNDER HIS BREATH AS HE WALKS TOWARDS ANOTHER SOLDIER): 



All I did was ask a question!...

(TO THE AUDIENCE)



Why do people think that this Philistine could defeat the armies of 



God? 

(WALKS OFF)

(CHAIR BROUGHT IN FOR SAUL)

Narrator 2: It didn't take long for the rumors to start flying!  Soldier after soldier repeated the story until it had changed dramatically in some versions, slightly in others.  Instead of David's speech being about how any who tried to defy the Living God would be defeated by God, the story became how David would be the one who would face Goliath because he knew that he could defeat the giant!  So Saul ordered that David be brought to him!

(SAUL ENTERS AND IS SEATED.  DAVID APPROACHES REVERENTLY.)

Saul:  
I hear that you have said you will defeat the giant Goliath!

David:  
I only asked the question who dared to challenge the God of Israel?  


Did the Philistines not know they would be defeated if they opposed 



the God of Abraham?

Saul: 

But I was told your were volunteering to fight the giant?

David: 
Let no one worry!  I will go and fight this Philistine!  With God on 



my side I will defeat him!

Saul: 

I had hopes that this one I had heard of would fight and win!  But you 


will not win, you are only a boy and he is a great warrior!

David: 
Your servant is but a shepherd, but I have defended my father's flock 



against bear and lion, chasing them down and killing them 



when they try to take even a single lamb of the flock.  



This Philistine  will fare no better!  The Lord, who saved me from the 


bear and lion, will save me from this giant as well.

Saul: 

If you are to fight then you need weapons and equipment.  Without 



the best tools you don't stand a chance against Goliath.  In fact 



let me give you my personal armor, the best we have!  

(TO OTHERS) 



Come let us prepare him for battle!

(THE SOLDIERS WILL COME AND DRESS HIM IN ARMOR, HELMET, CLOAK, SWORD AND THEN SLAP HIM ON THE BACK WHILE WALKING AWAY...DAVID WOBBLES AND TEETERS AND THEN FALLS DOWN ON HIS BACK STUCK LIKE A TURTLE).

(DAVID ALL BY HIMSELF!)

David: (STRUGGLING WITH THE ARMOR OF SAUL) 



It's a wonder they manage to even make it to the battlefield with all 



this stuff on!  

(FINALLY GETTING HIMSELF UPRIGHT)  



I know Saul was trying to help but doesn't he realize that all this 


armor doesn't help!  It doesn't matter whether or not I have the best 


weapons 

(STARTS TAKING THEM OFF) 



they are not going to be the key to my victory!  



Goliath may be a great warrior but he is fighting in vain because I am 


fighting for God.  



In fact since God is on my side all I need is...is..

(LOOKING AROUND FOR SOMETHING RIDICULOUS TO ILLUSTRATE HIS POINT)



is my little slingshot!  



If you are on God's side nothing can stop you!  It's like these five little 


stones here...

(PICKING THEM UP AND THEN ONE BY ONE HOLDING THEM UP AS HE NAMES THEM).  



The first is God's call on our lives.  



The second is a commitment to answering that call and direction.  



The third is having faith in God's promises and...




the fourth is trusting that God will fulfill them even when it 



seems most unlikely.  



And the fifth stone, well let's see...it's the stone I am going to use to    


slay the giant Goliath.  



Its probably the most important stone you can have if you want to 



follow God....it's the stone of Practice.  



I can have all of the other four stones, but if I don't practice my 



commitment, practice my faith, practice my trust in God, or 



practice listening for the call of God I have nothing.  



Yep 

(TOSSING IT IN THE AIR) 



this is the stone I need to defeat Goliath.  

(WALKS OFF STAGE SOLDIERS AND ALL OTHER CAST COME ON STAGE AND FORM CHEERING CROWD FOR DAVID TO WALK THROUGH.  CROWD FOLLOWS CUES FROM NARRATOR)

Narrator 2: There has been wild cheering and shouting as the soldiers prepared for the arrival of the one who would fight Goliath but as David began to walk through the crowd a hush began to descend upon them as they saw it was a boy armed with only 5 smooth stones.

David:  
I know you all were expecting a warrior of great size and strength.  



I know you were expecting a warrior with the best armor and 




weapons, and Saul sought just such a man and offered me those 


very tools.  



But these are not what will defeat Goliath!  



All of you have sat here in fear these 40 days—fearful because you 



have forgotten that it is not your battle to fight and win, the 



battle belongs to the God of Israel.  



If you all had retained your faith in God's promises you to would have 


been successful against him.  



Now stand aside as I fight in the name of the God of Abraham, the 



God of Israel.  

(STEPPING THROUGH THE CROWD OF SOLDIERS AND SPEAKING OFF-STAGE TO GOLIATH)



Step forward and prepare to die—you giant, you enemy of the Lord—


for you posses no more strength than a small child compared to 


the strength of the Lord!  



This day the Lord will deliver you up into my hands, and I will strike 


you down...that all the earth may know that there is a God in 



Israel. 

(WITH THIS GOLIATH STEPS FORWARD TO BATTLE DAVID AND WE SEE HIM AS A LITTLE MAN!  THEN EVERYONE FREEZES)

Narrator 2: When David arrived in camp, he heard the defiance of the Philistine giant and assessed the situation. Seeing that no one else was rising to the occasion, David volunteered to fight Goliath. First, he faced opposition within the Israelite camp.   His own brother turned on him, angry at David for even inquiring into the challenge. 

Narrator 1: The king offered help that was not really help, for instance armor that would  hinder David’s movement and a weapon that he couldn't lift. David kept his eyes on God. He did not rise at Eliab’s anger and he refused Saul’s help. He knew that  God was able to use him just as he was. We do not know if his thoughts turned to the promise of God through Samuel that he should someday be king, or to God’s promise to his people that they should possess the land, or to his love of God’s  character. David had many reasons to proclaim, “You come to me with a sword, a spear, and a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have taunted. This day the Lord will deliver you up into my hands, and I will strike you down... that all the earth may know that there  is a God in Israel” (1 Sam 17:45-46, NASB).  

GOLIATH (Anthem)

READING

(Drew): Commit ourselves with the faith and trust of David and who knows what will happen.  Our lives...our world might look so different if we give them over to the call and plan that God has for us to follow.  David had five stones with which to battle Goliath.  He truly needed only one  to defeat him...the practice of his faith in God.  But David needed the other four to even enter the fight:  Commitment,  Faith,  Trust,  and the call of God.  If we too can step boldly into the world, the future, with these stones in our pockets, in our lives, in our hearts, we too can serve our God with all we are!

WITH ALL I AM

CLOSING READING

(Chris):It should be something we want to proclaim.  The Joy of God the thanksgiving and praise we know we want to share with the world.  But it seems harder and harder to take these stands.  Whether its at work or at school or in our families, we all too often decide that we are not prepared to stand up for our faith or equipped to battle the giants of doubt and anger which surround us in this world.  And when we do take this stand we find that others try to interfere or mess things up, even those on our own side.  Some resent the implication that because we have joined them they aren’t doing enough. Others will offer solutions that in the end might steal from the glory being attributed to God. David was committed to God’s honor, to battling God’s enemy in a way that would “let all the earth know that there is a God.” David’s relationship with God gave him the confidence he needed to go forward, and so too can our faith and relationship with God prepare us.  This week, as you go forward with God’s message give thanks that God has given you “five smooth stones”–just what you need to do God's work.

I WILL CALL UPON THE LORD

